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Nebraska ASHRAE Members:

Chapter Officers:
Last year we were fortunate to be visited by Society President, Tom
Watson. Part of President Watson’s theme was Broadening ASHRAE’s
Horizons. With this theme he started an ASHRAE Community
Sustainability Project which encourages members and chapters to
examine ways to get more involved in their local communities. The
program was designed to share the knowledge of members to improve
the world around them.
Part of the ASHRAE Community Sustainability Program encourages local
chapters to sponsor a community sustainability project/event held with a
non-profit organization. The Nebraska Chapter will be starting small with
our sustainability project with hopes to expand in the future.
I invite you all to volunteer a couple hours of your time after our meeting
on April 14th. We will be gathering in the parking lot of Anthony’s after
our meeting and head over to Elmwood Park. The team will be helping
clean up the park in preparation for the weekend’s Earth Day events. If
you have any further questions about the event please contact Sara
Poursharafeddin at sarahp@eqeco.com.
This year we have reason to celebrate as our Chapter is passing a
significant milestone. 75 years ago on May 17th the Nebraska ASHRAE
Chapter was established. With that said, we’re going to celebrate on May
18th. Our May meeting will be a celebration held at Anthony’s. Details
will be sent out soon, but please make plans to attend Monday evening.
Sincerely,
Jeff Backemeyer
Nebraska ASHRAE President 2014-2015

President
Jeff Backemeyer
President Elect
Tyler Glesne
Secretary
Jessica Errett
Treasurer
Tom Lewis
Board Ex Officio
Sarah Poursharafeddin

REMINDER
Sustainability Project, following
the Omaha lunch meeting
volunteers will be gathering in
the Anthony’s parking lot to
carpool to Elmwood Park. The
team will be cleaning up the
park in preparation for the
weekend’s Earth Day events.
Please come be a part of this
community service, bring your
friends, family, colleagues, and
dress for the weather. Snacks
and water will be provided, and
a happy hour crowd post cleanup is strongly encouraged. For
questions, or additional
information please contact,
Sarah Poursharafeddin. 402-6164561 Cell sarahp@eqeco.com
Email

American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air Conditioning Engineers, Inc.

1
A N

I N T E R N A T I O N A L

O R G A N I Z A T I O N

Omaha Meeting – Tuesday, April 14, 2015
Location:
Check-in:
Lunch:
Menu:
Topic:
Speaker:

Anthony’s Steakhouse, 7220 F Street, Omaha, NE 68127
11:30 a.m. (Please arrive early to facilitate serving meals)
To be served prior to 12:00 p.m.
Club Sirloin $21.00 , Chicken Cordon Bleu $16.00 , or Grilled Salmon $16.00
UNO AEI Student Design Competition
UNO Graduate Students
Pre-registration for this meeting would be GREATLY APPRECIATED!!!

Reservation required by Monday, Apr. 13, 2015:

Nick Mandel, Specialized Engineering
nmandel@specializedeng.com

Chapter
Chairpersons:
Membership
Promotion
Chris Hawk
Phillip Prest
Research Promotion
David Kros
Shaun Nienhueser
Student Activities
Kim Cowman

Omaha Featured Speaker
Alycia Noble, Andrew Reinke, Josh Wilson, Sara Robbins and Wyatt
Suddarth are MAE students at UNO that made up the mechanical and
electrical design teams for this year's AEI Student Design Competition Team.
They were tasked with the design of a tiered 5-story building featuring
mixed use space with greenhouses covering the roof. UNO's team won the
electrical design category and was a runner up in the mechanical design
category at this year's AEI conference. The students will also update us on
how their Graduate year went and the ASHRAE events they have attended.

Omaha Programs
Aaron Rasell
Lincoln Programs
Mike Barry
Electronic
Communications &
Webmaster
Eric Granzow
Historian
Jim Ellis
YEA
Eric Holtmeyer
Reception
Nick Mandel
UNO Student Chapter
Lily Wang
UNL Student Chapter
Tim Wentz
Special Events
Rob Harper
Newsletter
Nick Decker
Librarian
Bill Wieseler

Omaha Future Meetings
May

Bob Devaney Sports Center Tour

TBD

June 15th

ASHRAE Golf Outing

Iron Horse GC
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Lincoln Meeting – Wednesday, April 15, 2015
Location:
Check-in:
Lunch:
Menu:
Topic:
Speaker:

Valentino’s, 70TH & Van Dorn, Lincoln
Noon (Please arrive early to facilitate serving meals)
To be served prior to 12:00 p.m.
Buffet $13.00
Centrifugal Chillers
Adam Meddaugh, Product Director, Daikin Applied
Pre-registration for this meeting would be GREATLY APPRECIATED!!!

Reservation required by Tuesday Apr. 14, 2015:

Mike Barry, Black Hills Corp
mike.barry@blackhillscorp.com or
402-437-1774

Lincoln Featured Speaker
Adam is the product director for centrifugal chillers at Daikin Applied. Daikin Applied,
formerly known as Daikin McQuay was started in 1924 and has extensive history of
developing new, industry leading innovations and technology. Daikin was recently named
one of the world’s most innovative companies by Thompson Reuters and one of the 100
most sustainable corporations for three years in a row by Corporate Knights, Inc. Adam
makes his home in the Charlottesville, Virginia Area.

Lincoln Future Meetings
May
June 15

th

Bob Devaney Sports Center Tour

TBD

ASHRAE Golf Outing

Iron Horse GC
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Grassroots Government Affairs Committee
President Barak Obama Issues New Executive Order on Federal
Energy Efficiency and Sustainability
Seeking to increase the energy efficiency and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions of the federal government, President
Barak Obama recently issued a new Executive Order entitled “Planning for Federal Sustainability in the Next Decade”.
Among other things, the 19-page Order will:
•

Cut the federal government’s GHG emissions by 40% over the next decade compared to 2008 levels.

•
•

Reduce energy use in federal buildings by 2.5% per year between 2015 and 2025.
Reduce water intensity in federal buildings by 2% per year through 2025.

The full text of the Executive Order can be found at https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/03/19/executiveorder-planning-federal-sustainability-next-decade.

House Considers Federal Education Reform, Including STEM
Amendments
The U.S. House of Representatives has been considering a bill that would reauthorize the Elementary and Secondary Education Act,
currently known as No Child Left Behind. The bill, the Student Success Act (H.R.5) is a comprehensive, nearly 600 page measure
addressing a wide range of issues, including student testing, teacher and principle training, parental engagement, and homeless
education, among others.
The Student Success Act is light on support for science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education, and as a result,
several amendments have been offered to improve the bill.
Of the 128 amendments offered, nine are related to STEM; of these, only three were made in order (allowed to be considered). Below
are all nine:
Amendment No. 67 (Rep. Kennedy) (Made in Order): Authorizes the STEM Gateways grant program as an allowable use of flexible
funding received by state educational agencies. States could award grants to LEAs and qualified partner organizations to support the
success of women, minorities, and low-income students in rigorous STEM academics.
Amendment No. 98 (Rep. McKinley) (Made in Order): Would establish a state-led definition of “workforce critical subjects” that
includes STEM, and requires states to provide an explanation of the subjects they identify as “workforce critical”.
Amendment No. 111 (Rep. Zeldin) (Made in Order): Allows a state to withdraw from the Common Core Standards or any other
specific standards.
Amendment No. 4 (Rep. Langevin) (Not in Order): Changes “academic” standards to “college and career ready” standards. This
would align academic standards with career readiness skills, ensuring that students are able to gain job skills in school.
Amendment No. 13 (Rep. Courtney) (Not in Order): Creates a comprehensive program for STEM education from preschool through
grade 12. The amendment also helps districts invest in technology and digital resources to improve student learning.
Amendment No. 33 (Rep. Tonko) (Not in Order): Helps to expand engineering education in our nation’s elementary and secondary
schools by highlighting the ability of states to incorporate engineering design skills and practices into the currently required state
science standards.
Amendment No. 95 (Rep. Jackson Lee) (Not in Order): Supports a STEM mentoring program for female undergraduate and graduate
students enrolled at institutions of higher education in programs of study that lead to a STEM degree to mentor female secondary
school students who are enrolled in post-secondary-level courses in science, technology, engineering, or math as part of a dual
enrollment program.
Amendment No. 105 (Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson) (Not in Order): Adds to the requirements listed in section 3204, the Local
Competitive Grant Program in Title III, that programs must be designed to increase access to quality STEM education in high-need
schools before distributing such finds to local education agencies.
Amendment No. 112 (Rep. Gibson) (Not in Order): Replaces current federal yearly testing requirements for math and language
arts/reading with the exact same grade span testing requirements that are in current law for science.
The House is expected to conclude debate on and pass the Student Success Act this week. Full information is available at
http://rules.house.gov/bill/114/hr-5
The Senate is developing its own bill to reform federal education, with additional action expected sometime this year.
ASHRAE is continuing to be engaged on workforce development issues at all levels of education, and is an active member of the
STEM Education Coalition.
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ASHRAE Scholarship Opportunities

Through its scholarships, ASHRAE seeks to motivate students and prospective students worldwide to pursue an
engineering or technology career in the HVAC&R field. The Society’s Scholarship Program also serves the public
interest by aiding in the education of men and women to become qualified to practice as engineers in HVAC&R.
ASHRAE has 28 scholarships available for the 2015-16 school year, for high school seniors entering college
through senior undergraduate engineering students and engineering technology students. ASHRAE is seeking
your assistance in making student members aware of this financial assistance.
·

8 regional/chapter and university-specific scholarships — $3,000 to $5,000 each. Now accepting
applications!

·

12 undergraduate engineering scholarships — $3,000 to $10,000 each. Now accepting applications!

·

4 high school senior scholarships — $3,000 each

·

4 engineering technology scholarships — $5,000 each

Qualified students are encouraged to apply at www.ashrae.org/scholarships

Annual Application Deadlines:
May 1 for Engineering Technology and High School Senior Scholarships
Scholarships are awarded for the academic year following the application deadline beginning with the fall
semester. For a list of available scholarships, complete eligibility requirements, and an application, visit
www.ashrae.org/scholarships.

American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air Conditioning Engineers, Inc.

5
A N

I N T E R N A T I O N A L

O R G A N I Z A T I O N

ASHRAE Research Promotion
ASHRAE Research currently has well over 100 projects, valued at over
$15 million, being conducted around the world. Region IX alone has
over $2.6 million worth of research taking place in its schools and
companies. Whether you specialize in IAQ, green building, tools and
applications or refrigeration, ASHRAE has research projects focused
on your field and the specific topics that affect you and your business
the most. If you are interested in a list of the current research projects
let us know and we can send them to you.
As a local chapter we are currently at just under a quarter of our goal
with the research campaign ending on June 30, 2015. Please consider
either renewing your personal and corporate donations or starting a
new donation. In the coming weeks, we intend to contact all local
chapter members and companies in our area which benefit from
ASHRAE Research.
Again, a personal Thank you for your past support and we hope the
Research Promotions can count on your support this year for these
vital projects. If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to
contact us.
Shaun Nienhueser & Dave Kros
(402) 346-7007
(402)659-3728
ASHRAE RP Committee Chairs

ASHRAE, founded in 1894, is an international organization of 51,000 persons. ASHRAE fulfills its mission of advancing heating, ventilation, air conditioning
and refrigeration to serve humanity and promote a sustainable world through research, standards writing, publishing and continuing education.
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Date: Monday, June 15th, 2015
Location: Iron Horse Golf Club, Ashland, NE
Time: Lunch at noon – Shotgun start @ 1:00pm
Format for this year’s event is a 4-man Scramble
Team entry fee = $500.00
(Cost includes Golf, Lunch, Dinner, prizes, and use of practice area)
Team Name: ____________________________
Player #1: ____________________________

Player #2: ____________________________

Player #3: ____________________________

Player #4: ____________________________

Prizes will be paid to multiple flights
Flag prizes will also be awarded

Golf Course Location: Iron Horse Golf Club, 900 Clubhouse Drive, Ashland, NE 68003
(No jeans, collared shirts required, no metal spikes)
Please send this team registration form and entry fee to Kyle Heberly at Mechanical Sales
OR
Register online at www.neashrae.org
7222 S. 142nd Street Omaha, NE 68138
kheberly@mechsales.com
Phone: (402) 339-0306 Fax: (402) 592-0065
(402) 490-4301 with any questions
Make all checks Payable to ASHRAE
Yes, I would like to be a sponsor for the 2014 ASHRAE Golf Tournament
Hole Sponsor……………………includes sign with company name on the tee – $ 100.00
Beer Cart Sponsor……………advertisement at your discretion – $ 200.00

