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October 2014 

Volume 56, Issue 2 

Dear Nebraska ASHRAE Members, 

 

I would like to thank everyone who attended the September meeting on data 

centers last month.  We had good attendance and I hope we see our meeting 

attendance grow month-to-month.  Please encourage other co-workers, 

colleagues, and friends throughout the industry to attend our monthly 

meetings.  Please also remember that Professional Development Hours (PDH) 

are available at each meeting. 

 

This month we’re blessed to have our own Tim Wentz share his knowledge on 

ASHRAE’s Building Energy Label Program (bEQ).  bEQ is a building energy 

rating program that provides information on a building’s energy use.  Two 

separate workbooks, one evaluating “As Designed” potential and the other 

assessing “In Operation” performance, form the foundation of bEQ.   

 

The benefits of bEQ include: 

·         Consistent analysis of a building’s potential energy efficiency and 

actual energy performance. 

·         Comparison of a building’s performance with similar building in 

similar climates. 

·         Informed decisions for managing a building’s energy use. 

·         Recommendations for reducing energy use while screening for indoor 

environmental quality. 

·         Potential for ongoing improvement in energy efficiency. 

·         Illustrated benefit for making building equipment and system 

investments. 

·         Building label, which demonstrates corporate responsibility to 

employees, tenants, investors, and the public. 

·         Ability to track and show the effectiveness of your improvements. 

Through the bEQ process, qualified practitioners can compare the bEQ selected 

building’s performance with similar building types.  Since the bEQ offers a 

consistent methodology, building with an owner’s real estate portfolio can be 

compared against each other and they can be re-evaluated over time to see if the 

improvements are getting the expected energy savings and performance results.  

These comparisons enable owners to invest financial resources in their building 

in ways that will provide the greatest return. 

 

I hope you all are able to come learn more from Tim Wentz about bEQ.  bEQ has 

ASHRAE’s full support and I believe it will be more and more common in our 

industry as the years move forward.  I’d like to see the Nebraska ASHRAE 

professionals be leaders in this new program. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jeff Backemeyer 

 

Nebraska ASHRAE Chapter President 2014-2015 

 

 

 

President’s Message 

Chapter Officers: 
 

President 

   Jeff Backemeyer 

 

President Elect 
   Tyler Glesne 

 
Secretary 

   Jessica Errett 

 

Treasurer 
   Tom Lewis 

 
 

    

 

 
    

 

Board Ex�Officio 

   Sarah Poursharafeddin 

 
 

 

 
 

 
FYI: See end of 
newsletter for ASHRAE 

Learning Institute and 
AHSRAE Certifications 
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Chapter  
Chairpersons: 
 

Membership 

Promotion 
   Chris Beaty  

   Chris Hawk 
   Phillip Prest  

 
Research Promotion 

   David Kros 

   Shaun Nienhueser 
 

Student Activities 
   Kim Cowman 

 

Omaha Programs 
   Aaron Rasell 

 

Lincoln Programs 
   Mike Barry 

 

Electronic 
Communications & 

Webmaster 

   Eric Granzow 

 

Historian 

   Jim Ellis 
 

YEA 
   Eric Holtmeyer 

 

Reception 
   Nick Mandel 

 

UNO Student Chapter 
   Lily Wang 

 

UNL Student Chapter 
   Tim Wentz 

 
Special Events 

   Rob Harper 

 
Newsletter 

   Nick Decker  

      
Librarian 

   Bill Wieseler 

 

 

Nov 11th  

Dec. 9th  

Jan. 13th  

Feb. 10th  

Mar. 10th  

Apr. 14th  

May 

 

 

Engineering Case Study 

Construction Law (Joint Meeting w/MCA) 

“Controls Showdown” 

Oil-less Chillers 

OPPD: Environmental Regulations 

Tim Wentz: “Wentziology” 

Bob Devaney Sports Center Tour 

 

 

11:45 @ Anthony’s 

11:45 @ Anthony’s 

11:45 @ Anthony’s 

11:45 @ Anthony’s 

11:45 @ Anthony’s 

11:45 @ Anthony’s 

TBD 

June 15th  ASHRAE Golf Outing Iron Horse GC 

Omaha Meeting – Tuesday, October 14, 2014 

Location: Anthony’s Steakhouse, 7220 F Street, Omaha, NE 68127 

Check-in: 11:30 a.m. (Please arrive early to facilitate serving meals) 

Lunch: To be served prior to 12:00 p.m. 

Menu: Club Sirloin  $21.00  

 Chicken Cordon Bleu  $16.00  

 Grilled Salmon  $16.00  

Topic: ASHRAE bEQ, Building Labeling Program and Energy Releated Programs 

Speaker: Timothy Wentz, P.E., Fellow ASHRAE, 2012-13 Vice President,  

Associate Professor, UNL  

Pre-registration for this meeting would be GREATLY APPRECIATED!!! 

 

Reservation required by Monday, Oct. 13, 2014: Nick Mandel, Specialized Engineering 

  nmandel@specializedeng.com 

   
Omaha Featured Speaker 
 Tim is a very active volunteer within ASHRAE, where he has served as the Nebraska Chapter 

President in 1997-1998. Tim recently served as a Society Vice-President in 2011 to 2013 and 

currently serves on Society’s Finance Committee, Planning Committee, Building Energy 

Quotient Committee and two Presidential ad hoc committees; the Building Performance 

Alliance ad hoc and the Developing Economies ad hoc. Tim is an ASHRAE certified High-

performance Building Design Professional. 

 

Lecture Topic: ASHRAE has a new Building Energy Quotient (bEQ) Energy Labeling Program 

that officially launched its “In Operation” program in 2012, and launched its “As Designed” 

rating in 2013. This lecturer is associated with its prime objectives and procedures having 

performed several “in-Operation” ratings personally, and as its bEQ committee Vice-

chairman, as well as being an ASHRAE certified Energy Modeler and Energy Assessor, and a 

Professional Engineer. This presentation includes an overview of the ASHRAE bEQ program 

with an up to date discussion of its primary goals, objectives, and procedures. Also 

highlighted is how to apply bEQ to be utilized in Green Building rating systems, such as 

LEED and Green Globes. In addition it highlights the related ASHRAE bEQ products and 

services, such as Standards, Performance Measurement Protocols, Energy Efficiency Guide for 

Existing Buildings, Energy Audits, and the ASHRAE Certification Program (Energy Modeler 

and Energy Assessor) that is required in order to execute the ASHRAE bEQ Building Labeling 

program. 

 

Omaha Future Meetings 
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Nov. 12th 

Dec. 10th  

Jan. 14th  

Feb. 11th   

Mar. 11th   

Apr. 8th   

May 

June 15th  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TBD 

Tony Fulton, CNG Maintenance Facilities Codes and Standards  

Stefan Newbold, UNL Controls and Purchasing Software 

Oil-less Chillers 

Gas Evacuation Controls 

Tim Wentz: “Wentziology” 

Bob Devaney Sports Center Tour 

ASHRAE Golf Outing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noon @ Valentino’s 

Noon @ Valentino’s 

Noon @ Valentino’s 

Noon @ Valentino’s 

Noon @ Valentino’s 

Noon @ Valentino’s 

TBD 

Iron Horse GC 

 

 

Lincoln Meeting – Wednesday, October 15, 2014 

Location: Valentino’s, 70TH & Van Dorn, Lincoln 

Check-in: Noon (Please arrive early to facilitate serving meals) 

Lunch: To be served prior to 12:00 p.m. 

Menu: Buffet $13.00  

Topic: ASHRAE bEQ, Building Labeling Program and Energy Releated Programs 

Speaker: Timothy Wentz, P.E., Fellow ASHRAE, 2012-13 Vice President,  

Associate Professor, UNL  

Pre-registration for this meeting would be GREATLY APPRECIATED!!! 

  

Reservation required by Tuesday Oct. 14, 2014:    Mike Barry, Black Hills Corp 

    mike.barry@blackhillscorp.com or 

402-437-1774 

Tim is a very active volunteer within ASHRAE, where he has served as the Nebraska Chapter President in 1997-

1998. Tim recently served as a Society Vice-President in 2011 to 2013 and currently serves on Society’s Finance 

Committee, Planning Committee, Building Energy Quotient Committee and two Presidential ad hoc 

committees; the Building Performance Alliance ad hoc and the Developing Economies ad hoc. Tim is an 

ASHRAE certified High-performance Building Design Professional. 

 

Lecture Topic: ASHRAE has a new Building Energy Quotient (bEQ) Energy Labeling Program that officially 

launched its “In Operation” program in 2012, and launched its “As Designed” rating in 2013. This lecturer is 

associated with its prime objectives and procedures having performed several “in-Operation” ratings 

personally, and as its bEQ committee Vice-chairman, as well as being an ASHRAE certified Energy Modeler 

and Energy Assessor, and a Professional Engineer. This presentation includes an overview of the ASHRAE bEQ 

program with an up to date discussion of its primary goals, objectives, and procedures. Also highlighted is how 

to apply bEQ to be utilized in Green Building rating systems, such as LEED and Green Globes. In addition it 

highlights the related ASHRAE bEQ products and services, such as Standards, Performance Measurement 

Protocols, Energy Efficiency Guide for Existing Buildings, Energy Audits, and the ASHRAE Certification 

Program (Energy Modeler and Energy Assessor) that is required in order to execute the ASHRAE bEQ Building 

Labeling program. 

 

Lincoln Featured Speaker 
 

Lincoln Future Meetings 




