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What's happening in ASHRAE this month? Take a quick peek at what's happened and what's coming!
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Upcoming Events:
*Omaha Meeting:
Tuesday, February 11th
Location: Anthony's
Steakhouse (7220 F St,
Omaha, NE 68127)
Cost: $18 buffet
11:30 - Check In

*Lincoln Meeting:
Wednesday, February 12th
Location: Valentino's Buffet
(2701 S 70th St, Lincoln, NE
68506)
Cost: $15 buffet
11:30 - Check In

*Omaha CEU Hour and Team
Trivia

President's Message:
Greetings ASHRAE Members
I am writing you from sunny Orlando at
the ASHRAE Winter meeting. It is 77°F
here today while it is only 20°F back in
Omaha and we are definitely enjoying
the great weather. Your Nebraska
Chapter is well represented here at both
the grassroots and technical
committees. I have met at least 15
other Nebraska Chapter members plus
others attending the AHR Expo. I would
like to congratulate Sarah Toy on
attending as the Region IX LeaDRS
candidate. She has been selected to
represent the entire region and shadow
our DRC, Trent Hunt.
Speaking of DRC, it was announced
during the Presidents Luncheon that the
next Regional IX DRC will be our own,
Tyler Glesne. Congratulations to Tyler
on being selected as our next regional
leader, we appreciate his dedicated
service to ASHRAE!
Also a big thanks to Tyler for organizing
the first ever MEGA Regional Dinner. We
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Wednesday, February 19th
Location: Legends Bar and
Grill (6920 Pacific Street)
Cost: $25 / person
3:00-5:00

*Lincoln CEU Hour and Team
Trivia
Thursday, February 20th
Location: Lazlo's (210 North
7th Street)
Cost: $25 / person
3:00-5:00

*Nebraska Government
Outreach Day
Thursday, February 20th

*YEA Tech Seminar & Happy
Hour:
Thursday, February 27th
Location: Prehistoric Putt
(11134 Q St)
4:30-6:00

*see additional details throughout newsletter

were able to watch the Super Bowl with
many fans from both Kansas City and San
Francisco. Let’s just say the Chief Fans
had a little more fun with a fourth
quarter comeback!
We will continue our strong programs this
month with a joint meeting with ASPE at
the Omaha meeting. Please see the
details further down in the newsletter on
our presentations on Document
Management and Electronic
Communication: Litigation Implications
and Building Envelope Solutions.
We do have a couple other events coming
up. The Government Affairs Committee
has established a Government Outreach
day on February 20, in Lincoln. Please
reach out to Peter Koneck-Wilwerding if
you are interested in joining us as a
volunteer. We also will be hosting Devin
Abellon for our second annual CEU/Trivia
Events. These will be on February 19
and 20 in Omaha and Lincoln
respectively. Please check out the
additional information in the Newsletter
and Chapter website.
One last event coming up in the next
Month is the annual Nebraska
Architectural Engineering Conference
(NAEC) on March 5th. This year the
conference will be hosted at the Scott
Conference Center and includes 12
technical sessions on different building
system technologies and applications
related to existing buildings.
Sincerely,
Shaun Nienhueser
Nebraska Chapter President 2019-2020
You are always welcome to contact me
at shaun.nienhueser@hdrinc.com or 402926-7016.
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Monthly Meetings:
OMAHA - Document Management and Electronic Communication:
Litigation Implications with Jeff Elkins
ANTHONY'S STEAKHOUSE (Buffet: $18), 7220 F St

Tuesday, February 11th; check-in starts at 11:30 a.m.
This presentation will discuss the role and significance of engineering, product, system design, and
installation records in lawsuits, identify best practices for preserving records and generating
electronic communications, and explain the potential consequences of poor processes and
judgement in the wake of loss events leading to litigation.
Jeff Elkins is a Partner at Shook, Hardy & Bacon L.L.P., a litigation law firm based in Kansas
City. Jeff has directed the nation-wide defense of an industry leading manufacturer of HVAC
industrial, commercial, and residential equipment, including air handlers, chillers, and building
management system controls. He largely defends claims involving catastrophic losses—typically
fires and explosions—related to the installation, service, and operation of products which allegedly
contributed to multi-million dollar property damage or resulted in wrongful death and significant
personal injury lawsuits. Jeff also handles the defense of large-scale construction defect litigation
implicating HVAC and controls systems.

LINCOLN - Building Envelope Solution with Matt Weatherly and Rob
Fisher
VALENTINO'S BUFFET (Buffet: $15), 70th and Van Dorn

Wednesday, February 12th; check-in starts at 11:30 a.m.
The building envelope consists of all exterior components of a building –roof, walls, below-grade
waterproofing. When looking at these components it is important that each one be taken into
consideration to prevent moisture or air from migrating into the building. The envelope is a
complicated and integral part of any high performance building. However, it is often the most
neglected portion. This presentation aims to educate the participants on the importance of the
building envelope and how the individual components contained within the system must be
designed, constructed, and maintained to ensure a long lasting, energy efficient building.
Objectives

1.
2.

3.

4.

Recognize the importance of the building envelope concept. Course participants will learn
of the impact that proper building envelope design has on occupant health and comfort,
energy savings and building longevity.
Identify and select performance based products for foundations, walls and roofing systems
to ensure a proper physical barrier between the inside conditioned space and the outside
unconditioned space of a building. Course participants will learn the importance of air
barriers, moisture barriers and thermal barriers.
Design, best-practices and installation of the building envelope system. Course
participants will learn the importance of proper placement of key components within the
building envelope system so that they work together to improve the performance of the
building. In addition, installation best practices and product limitations will be covered.
Proper tie-in detailing between foundation and wall, wall and roof and roof and window will
be presented and explained so that course participants can incorporate this knowledge
into future designs.

Future Omaha Meetings:
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•

•
•

March 10th: Omaha Mechanical Inspector - There will be a raffle for a VISA
gift card for anyone that brings a guest to the meeting (one raffle entry per
guest)
April 14th: Distinguished Lecturer (Karine Leblanc)
May 12th: Facebook Data Center Tour

Future Lincoln Meetings:
•

•
•

March 11th: Lincoln Fire Inspector - There will be a raffle for a VISA gift
card for anyone that brings a guest to the meeting (one raffle entry per
guest)
April 15th: Distinguishes Lecturer (Karine Leblanc)
May 13th: Capitol Building Building Tour

YEA Calendar of Events:
•
•
•
•

February 20th: Social Event with Student Chapter
March 19th: March Madness Happy Hour
April 16th: Common Mistakes Young Engineers Make (Panel Discussion)
May 21st: VRF Systems

Government Affairs Update:
LB 824 has been introduced in the Nebraska Legislature to change provisions to state and local
building codes. The bill summary states that “This bill updates the IBC to the 2018 edition.
The Nebraska ASHRAE Government Outreach Day will be held on 20 February 2020. This day
will be the pre-eminent opportunity for ASHRAE volunteers to introduce federal, state, and local
government officials to the association, as well as the issues that are critical to advancing the
arts and sciences of heating ventilation, air conditioning and refrigeration. The day will be spent
in Lincoln, NE meeting with elected officials. If you are interested in volunteering, or just want to
dust off that suit you haven’t worn in a while, please contact Peter Koneck-Wilwerding for
additional information.
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ASHRAE Chaper Officers:
President: Shaun Nienhueser
President Elect: Chris Beaty
Secretary: Jake Kopocis
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Treasurer: Aaron Rassell
1st Board Member: David Kros
2nd Board Member: Sara Robbins
Board Ex-Officio: Tom Lewis

Other Chapter Officers
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